
The Pitiless ‘Arab Winter’ 

‘Claims that demonising the Assad regime and fomenting bloody war in Syria were 

intended to provide a pretext for luring the U.S.’s bête noir Iran into a wider conflict, 

appear increasingly rock solid. And media involvement in this deadly warmongering and 

manipulation is undeniable.’ 

 

SYRIA: TRUTH, HALF-TRUTHS AND LIES 

By Paul Stenhouse 

IT IS OCTOBER 20 2013. Bushfires, some of them lighted, have devoured more than 

333,000 hectares of Australian bushland, and hundreds of our people’s homes. 

Another tragic inferno, the so-called ‘civil war’ in Syria, cannot be ignored: nor can the 

media complicity in the on-going bloodbath that has engulfed this once prosperous and, 

for Islamic society still emerging from many centuries of isolation and xenophobia, 

relatively free country. 

Middle East Imploding 

Five overseas news items – along with disastrous New South Wales fires – dominate the 

early morning news bulletins this fateful Monday. All the overseas stories involve brutal 

murder, and the perpetrators are all Islamic militants. 

In Northern Nigeria, Boko Haram Islamists randomly shot or hacked to death 19 innocent 

motorists.
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In Syria, at least 16 Syrian soldiers died in a suicide bombing close to the mainly 

Christian area of Jaramana, in Damascus.
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In Syria again, more than 30 people, mainly civilians, died when a suicide bomber 

detonated a truck laden with 1.5 tonnes of explosives on a busy road in Hama, in Syria’s 

central West.
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In Iraq, at least 38 people died in a suicide bombing attack on a café in the mainly Shi‘a 

district of Baghdad.
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In Egypt, three people, including a girl aged eight, died when gunmen on motorcycles 

opened fire on a wedding party outside a Coptic Christian church in Cairo. At least nine 

others were wounded in the attack in Giza.
5
 



While gangs of fanatics throughout the Islamic world often target minorities, especially 

Christian and Jews,
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 it should be noted that most victims of Islamic violence and killing 

are Muslims. And Usually, though not always, Shi‘a. 

Over the last 18 months, 203 incidents of sectarian violence in Pakistan resulted in 1800 

casualties. Of this number 635 of the killed, and 834 of the injured, were Shi‘a. Sectarian 

and religious violence in Pakistan is on the rise, and between January 2012 and June 

2013, the Shi‘a community has been the principal victim.
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This worsening of the sectarian and religious violence and bloodshed was predictable. In 

‘Unleashing the Dogs of War [Annals 2012/1], after visiting Syria in late October 2011, I 

wrote: 

By February 4, 2011, a week before the fall of Hosni Mubarak, and almost six 

weeks before the events at Dar‘a, a new Facebook page – only a week old – called 

the Syrian Revolution 2011, already had 15,000 fans. This was taken by some as a 

sign that Assad’s regime would be the next to fall.
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When the Saudi King condemned Syria in August
9
 last year, Syrian parliamentarian 

Shehade Kamel was quoted by the semi-official Iranian Fars News Agency as 

saying: ‘This conspiracy against Syria is a conspiracy against Iran.’
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However one may wish to rephrase his statement, it is difficult not to agree with its 

substance. 

Two years after writing these words I can find no reason for changing anything. In fact, 

claims
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 that demonising the Assad Regime and fomenting bloody war in Syria were 

intended to provide a pretext for luring the U.S.’s bête noir Iran into a wider conflict, 

appear increasingly rock solid. And media involvement in this deadly warmongering and 

manipulation – reminiscent of the lead-up to the invasion of Iraq in 2003 – is undeniable. 

Almost twelve months after that Facebook page opened, and the ‘revolution’ began 

– on March 15, 2011 – and after TV news, frantic social networking and twittering 

from Syria has been beamed nightly into the living rooms, computers and mobile 

phones of many hundreds of millions of people around the world, one would have 

expected that a lively debate would be going on about the rights and wrongs of the 

conflict.
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Far from it. Two years on, there still appears to be little doubt in many people’s minds, 

despite evidence to the contrary, that the Syrian regime under Bashar al-Assad is ‘brutal’, 

‘monstrous’, ‘murdering its own people’, and ‘guilty of crimes against humanity’, to say 

nothing of having used chemical weapons against its own citizens. 



The opposition, on the other hand, is still held to be the voice of the masses – leading a 

popular revolution against a hated and feared Police State. And this despite the fact that 

even the most intransigent deniers of any foreign presence among the anti-Assad fighters, 

admit now that there are ‘as many as 1,000 armed opposition groups in Syria, 

commanding an estimated 100,000 fighters.
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 Those of us who suggested this to be the 

case in early 2011 were pilloried as ‘agents provocateurs’ for the Assad regime. 

Anti-Shi‘A And Anti-Iranian Propaganda 

The shameful record of Western media goes beyond warmongering and bias. Their 

indifference to the murder of Christians in Islamic countries is paralleled by the 

indifference to the random slaughter of innocent Shi‘a civilians.  

Such callousness seems inexplicable, unless you see it firstly as a by-product of the 

incessant anti-Christian content of much of the Western print media, radio, internet and 

television; and secondly as a by-product of the barrage of anti-Shi‘a and anti-Iranian 

propaganda emanating from Israel, the US and her Western allies, and the oil rich Sunni 

states in the Gulf. 

Apropos of the latter, it should be noted that more than 60% of the Gulf population is 

Shi‘a. There are over eighty-one million Shi‘a in Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar, 

Saudi Arabia and the UAE, and much of the oil is on Shi‘a tribal land, even though in 

most of the countries except Iran the oil-fields are managed and controlled by Sunni who 

also derive all the financial and other benefits. 

Indigenous Peoples 

In Syria, Christians have been especially targeted. Radical foreign Islamist groups like 

the so-called ‘Islamic Power in Iraq and Syria’ [Dawlat al-Islamiyya fi al-Iraq wa ash-

Sham] an offshoot of al-Qaeda, are determined to drive Syria’s Christians from their 

homes. 

Along with the Copts in Egypt, and the Christians of Iraq, many of Syria’s Christians are 

indigenous to their region. They were there for 600 years before Islam appeared. 

If we in modern-day Australia, or in the USA or in any country – treated indigenous 

peoples with such overt barbarism we would become pariahs among civilised nations. 

International Cultural bodies with political clout would be outraged, and lobbying would 

become intense. World media packs would be baying at the heels of state and federal 

governments, and the coverage would be 24/7. 



Why do the UN, Australia and the USA and the other nations of the so-called free and 

‘developed’ world remain silent in the face of such blatant disregard for the Geneva 

Convention and the Declaration of Human Rights? 

Biased, Compromised or Frightened 

The short answer is that they – and our western media – are either biased or compromised 

or frightened; or all three. I can almost certainly hear someone suggesting defensively: 

‘Well, maybe they just didn’t know what to do.’ I hope I’m not alone in thinking that it’s 

too late in this fateful ‘civil war’ in which more than 115,000 people have died so far,
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and millions have been rendered homeless, for the instigators of the violence to plead 

ignorance of the stakes, or the confusion over the goals and the identity of the players. 

There are 54 Muslim countries among the 192 countries that make up the United Nations. 

Most Muslim countries except Saudi Arabia – a major player in the Syria debacle – voted 

to ratify the Universal Declaration of Human Rights [UDHR] in the UN General 

Assembly in 1948. 

The Saudi representative condemned the UDHR on the grounds that it reflected 

Western culture and was ‘at variance with the patterns of culture of Eastern States’ 

and on the ground that the provisions on religious liberty violated Islamic Law.
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Muslim countries have since sought to distance themselves from the UDHR.
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 In 

particular Islamic reservations were expressed against the Convention on the Elimination 

of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child (CRC).
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 The majority of Musliim countries are not signatories to the 

1980 Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction.
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In August 1990 representatives of the 54 Islamic nations met in Cairo and signed the 

Cairo Declaration of Human Rights in Islam. This is not the place to discuss how this 

Declaration differs from the UDHR but it should be noted that Religion is not mentioned 

in the UDHR. Article 25 of the Cairo Declaration reads: ‘The Islamic Shar‘iah [sic!] is 

the only source of reference for the explanation or clarification of any of the articles of 

this Declaration.’
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Pity Minorities in the Middle East 

Last month [Oct 2013] Annals carried an article by Peter Day entitled Media and Jihad.
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In it he discussed a phenomenon that surely escaped no one: almost blanket media-

coverage of the cold-blooded murder by Somali Islamic terrorists in a Kenyan Mall of 60 

innocent shoppers – singled out, as it emerged later, because they were not Mulims – and 

the almost blanket media silence over the suicide bombing murder of more than 80 



equally innocent Pakistani Christians whose only crime was that they were worshipping 

in a Church. 

History, much neglected these days, still has lessons for those willing to be taught. 

In 1917 about 40,000 Assyrian Christians, who had been living for centuries in what is 

today southern Turkey, fled to then British controlled Iraq to avoid persecution at the 

hands of the Turks. 

The then British Foreign Secretary Lord Curzon assured them ‘of our friendly interest 

and protection.’
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Some time after the Iraqi king – the former Emir Faisal – died of cancer in a Swiss Clinic 

in 1933, Iraqi soldiers massacred 400 unarmed Assyrian Christians, and Arab and 

Kurdish tribesmen sacked Assyrian Christian villages. All this despite Iraqi promises 

when admitted to the League of Nations in October 1932, that religious minorities would 

be protected. 

With Iraqi Independence a fait accompli, the British were anxious to pull out of Iraq – the 

US should have enquired why, before invading on spurious grounds 70 years later in 

2003 – and Arnold Wilson, the then Civil Administrator for Mesopotamia, noted that the 

religious minorities would be vulnerable to attack. 

He described the official British attitude as one of ‘If the position of the minorities will 

suffer thereby, so much the worse for the minorities.’ He found this attitude ‘cynical’ and 

said ‘it is bound to lead to grave difficulties in the future, culminating, I fear, in the case 

of the Christians, in their virtual extermination.’
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Whitehall was as impervious to Wilson’s pleas as Washington was to Pope John Paul’s in 

the case of ‘Operation Iraqi Freedom’, in 2003. The Holy See described the invasion of 

Iraq as ‘a defeat for reason and for the Gospel’ and Cardinal Tucci described it as 

‘beyond all legality and all international legitimacy.’
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Criticism of Washington’s condoning and supporting the presence of foreign Islamic 

mercenaries [including al-Qaeda] in Libya and Syria fell on equally deaf ears. 

Arnold Wilson who spoke up for the Assyrian Christians abandoned in Iraq by the British 

after the death of Faisal in 1933, became an RAF tail gunner when war broke out in 1939. 

His Wellington was shot down near Dunkirk on May 31, 1940. His remains lie buried 

there. 

Before he enlisted he told his constituents [he had become an MP on his return to 

England] that he ‘did not want to live behind the rampart of the bodies of a million 

corpses.’
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Unless there is a dramatic change of heart, the so-called Power Brokers in the US, Europe 

and the Middle East and their media accomplices who have engineered this phony war in 

Syria will have to live out their lives behind such a ghastly rampart. 

Reprinted with kind permission of Fr Paul Stenhouse, Editor of Annals Australasia, PO 

Box 13, Kensington, NSW 2033, Australia. http://www.annals.com.au/ 
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